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majority of the another, adjusted for participation so that the score is calculated 
from the votes actually cast. 

From 1987 to 2011, the average level of members’ party loyalty in roll call 
voting increased in both parties. Republicans’ loyalty averaged only 72% in 1989, 
compared to a peak of 91% in 1995, 2001, and 2003. Democrats’ unity aver-
aged only 79% in 1992, compared to record high averages of 92% in both 2007 
and 2008; 91% in 2009 and 89% in 2010 under the leadership of Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi. As members’ average loyalty increases, the standard deviations decrease: 
members are increasingly clustered at the loyal end of the continuum with less 
room to increase their loyalty in voting. 

Gendered partisanship shapes congresswomen’s incentives to toe the party 
line above and beyond their male colleagues when it comes to voting on the House 
floor. The bivariate results in Figure 3-5 reveal that there are indeed gender differ-
ences in party-line voting that increase over time.

In 1987 and 1988, men in both parties were more likely to vote with their 
party than women were. The gender gap among Democrats was less than one 
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Figure 3-5  �Average Party Unity Percentage, by Gender and Party, 
1987–2011

Source: Compiled by the author using data from CQ Weekly.


